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ART EXHIBITION    Ju ly 15 – October 8,  2005

 
Museum of Art celebrates 
Ansel Adams.

Bangor,  Maine -  Inspi red by the 
100th anniversary of  Adams’s 
b i r th in 2002, George Eastman 
House Internat ional  Museum 
of  Photography and F i lm rev is-
i ted i ts  extensive col lect ion of  
Adams’s work,  creat ing a new 
exhib i t ion of  150 photographs 
that  ref lects Adams’s fu l l  career.   
Ansel  Adams: Celebrat ion of  Ge-
nius wi l l  be on v iew at  the Muse-
um of  Art  f rom July 15 -  October 
8,  2005.
  

ANSEL ADAMS: Celebration of Genius

In  December of  1955, V incent Hartgen, the founding di rector of  the museum had 
the prescient v is ion to organize an exhib i t ion of  Ansel  Adams photographs. The 
Museum of  Art  was the f i rst  inst i tut ion in Maine to exhib i t  Ansel  Adams, long be-
fore he gained the reputat ion h is work enjoys today.  F i f ty  years later,  the exhib i t ion 
Ansel  Adams: Celebrat ion of  Genius wi l l  be presented at  the Univers i ty  of  Maine 
Museum of  Art  f rom July 15 through October 8,  2005. The exhib i t ion consists of  
over 100 works,  inc luding Adams lush ear ly  photographs of  Yosemite,  many of  h is 
most famous images, portra i ts,  st i l l  l i fes,  and abstracts,  as wel l  as a port fo l io of  
rare ly  seen parmel ian pr ints.  

Ansel  Adams (1902-1984),  is  among the few photographers in the h istory of  pho-
tography whose name and work enjoys wor ld-wide recogni t ion.  His stunning land-
scapes and int imate st i l l  l i fes of  nature cont inue to enthra l l  v iewers.  Many come to 
know his work through widely publ ished books, postcards,  posters and calendars.  
Relat ive ly few have actual ly  seen h is exquis i te ly-pr inted images in the or ig ina l .  To 
do so is  to see the genius in both h is craf t  of  pr int ing and h is art fu l  composi t ion.  
Adams is a master.  Ansel  Adams: A Celebrat ion of  Genius honors the man and 
celebrates that  genius.  

Adams has long been recognized as one of  Amer ica’s premier photographers.  
Born in 1902, he grew up in San Francisco and was introduced to the expanse of  
Cal i forn ia’s Yosemite Val ley whi le on a fami ly  vacat ion at  the age of  fourteen. At 
th is t ime he was g iven a No. 1 Brownie Box camera.  These two events strongly 



in f luenced the course of  Adams’s l i fe .  Fascinated by photography and impressed 
with the beauty of  the Sierra mounta ins,  Adams worked with a photo f in isher in 
San Francisco dur ing the winter  and returned to Yosemite every summer.

As a teenager,  Adams worked towards becoming a concert  p ian ist ,  but by 1930, 
af ter  v iewing negat ives made by east coast photographer Paul  Strand, he chose 
instead a career in photography.  His decis ion to become a fu l l - t ime photographer 
contr ibuted to the format ion of  a new v is ion in photography in the West.  Adams, 
a long with other Cal i forn ia Bay Area photographers such as Edward Weston, Imo-
gen Cunningham, Sonya Noskowiak,  Henry Swi f t ,  and John Paul  Edwards,  found-
ed Group f/64 in protest  to the sent imenta l  and imitat ive sty le prevalent in the 
long-standing, turn-of-the-century,  photographic t rend of  p ictor ia l ism. The name 
f/64 refers to the smal lest  lens opening on the camera through which l ight  passes:  
images photographed at  th is sett ing y ie ld sharp focus and f ine deta i l  of  subject  
matter.  

This loose organizat ion of  photographers concentrated on explor ing what they 
termed “stra ight”  or  pure photography.  They emphasized form and texture,  rather 
than soft  focus and emot ional ism, and t rans lated scale and deta i l  into an organic,  
somet imes abstract ,  des ign.  By 1935, Adams publ ished h is f i rst  book, Making 
a Photograph, which was enthusiast ica l ly  received. Six years later,  h is ground 
breaking Zone System was formulated, which introduced a way for  amateur pho-
tographers and profess ionals a l ike to determine and contro l  the exposure and 
development of  pr ints for  maximum v isual  acui ty.

Dur ing th is t ime Adams a lso became the custodian of  the Sierra Club’s LeConte 
Memor ia l  Bui ld ing in Yosemite.  This exper ience introduced h im to an arena that  
became a dr iv ing force throughout the rest  of  h is l i fe-the preservat ion and con-
servat ion of  wi lderness areas and nat ional  parks throughout the Uni ted States.  He 
served as a board member and u l t imate ly d i rector of  the Sierra Club and as an en-
v i ronmenta l  spokesperson for  land protect ion before Congress.  He a lso conducted 
annual  photographic workshops in Yosemite that  combined the appreciat ion for  
the land’s aesthet ic beauty wi th technica l  instruct ion.

The exhib i t ion was organized by the George Eastman House f rom the 200 Ansel  
Adams works in the i r  col lect ion.

IMAGE INFORMATION:

Ansel  Adams (Amer ican 1902-1984)
CANYON DE CHELLY, ARIZONA, 1942
Gelat in s i lver  pr int
Used with permiss ion of  The Trustees of  The Ansel  Adams Publ ish ing Rights Trust .
A l l  R ights Reserved
George Eastman House

Ansel  Adams (Amer ican 1902-1984)
THE ATLANTIC, SCHOODIC POINT, ACADIA NATIONAL PARK, MAINE, 1949
Gelat in s i lver  pr int
Used with permiss ion of  The Trustees of  The Ansel  Adams Publ ish ing Rights Trust .
A l l  R ights Reserved
George Eastman House

Ansel  Adams (Amer ican 1902-1984)
ROOTS, FOSTER GARDENS, HONOLULU, T.H.,  1948
Gelat in s i lver  pr int
Used with permiss ion of  The Trustees of  The Ansel  Adams Publ ish ing Rights Trust .
A l l  R ights Reserved



George Eastman House

Ansel  Adams (Amer ican 1902-1984)
THE TETON RANGE, SNAKE RIVER, GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARK, WYOMING, 
1942
Gelat in s i lver  pr int  
Used with permiss ion of  The Trustees of  The Ansel  Adams Publ ish ing Rights Trust .
A l l  R ights Reserved
George Eastman House

For addi t ional  in format ion p lease cal l  Kathryn Jovanel l i  at  561.3350.

Museum of  Art
Hours:   Tuesday -  Saturday 9 am - 5 pm.  Sunday 11 am - 5 pm.
Admiss ion:   $5.00 per person.  No charge for  Museum Members and UM students 
wi th Maine Card.

Direct ions
From the North
I-95, Ex i t  185 ( former ly  48)  -  Broadway, (Bangor,  Brewer)
Turn le f t  at  l ight  onto Broadway, Rt.  15
At the 4th l ight  (1.2 m),  turn r ight  onto State St. ,  Rt .  2
At the l ight  at  the bottom of  the h i l l  ( .1 m),  turn r ight  on to Har low St.  (a one-way 
street )
Merge into le f t  lane,  turn le f t  into park ing lot  of  Norumbega Hal l .

From the South
I-95, Ex i t  185 ( former ly  48)  -  Broadway, (Bangor,  Brewer)
Turn le f t  at  l ight  on to Broadway, Rt.  15
At the 3rd l ight  (1.1 mi ) ,  turn r ight  onto State St. ,  Rt .  2
At the l ight  at  the bottom of  the h i l l  ( .1 mi ) ,  turn r ight  onto Har low St.  (a one-way 
street )
Merge into le f t  lane,  turn le f t  into park ing lot  of  Norumbega Hal l .


